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V. 2. %% 2. See on Levit. XXIL.21. 1. The basic meaning of
M is quite definitely: to keep aloof, to keep separate, and mn (Levit.
XXI1.2, Zac. VIL3) means undoubtedly, to abstain or refrain from some-
thing. It would therefore scem very natural to take 771 — having regard
to the abstaining from wine ordered in V.3 — to mean “the abstenious
one”. But already the fact that he is not only forbidden wine or grapes,
but even wine-vinegar, and even the skins and pips of grapes, refraining
from eating which would not demand the sacrifice entailed by great
dbstemicusness, makes us imagine that the conception of P11 must go beyond |
mere abstinence, The fact, further, that although fouching a dead body,

{( even doing so unintentionally (V.9) does cancel the time already spent in

fulfilling his vow of Nazaritehood, drinking wine does not do so, shows:
us that “abstaining from wine” just as not touching a dead body and not
cutting his hair do belong to the obligations which a Nazarite undertakes,
they, by themselves, do not by anv means conctinite the rancant af 2 Nazarite,

teor even form the predominant signs of one, so that one would have to

take “Nazir” to mean primarily "an abstemious one.” A careful consideration
of verses 4, 5, 6 and then summing up in V.8 makes us realise that all
the three restrictions together do not constitute the concept "M3”, the
conception of Nazaritism, but that they are to be just the external

W manifestations by which, and in which Nazaritism declares itself, but that

the idea itseif is given in V.8. "pIx% %17 w1 and the three restrictions ;
1937 10 ¥3Pm, n%anm, wmwI (Nazic 34a) appear only as a result of this
1P, And in fact we also see Amos II.11, classing @ rn and oAl
(Nazarites and prophets) together, and stressing the existence of both of

-ufthem in Israel as a fact of special Divine preference, If we compare the

%{ as M means the royal diadem which marks the person whose head it |
surrounds as being set apart and inaccessible, so here "M designates |

'\

expression D13 used in Levit, XXV.5, 11, for the vines which have to |

be Teff to themselves in the seventh and Jubilee years then 1) in any case

does not mean he who keeps himself awa whom
others have to keep away, from whom others are separated. So that just |

a r_eg}rie of living and striving that raises the person who vows of his
own free will to undertake it, out of and above the midst of the people
amongst whom he Tives and sets him the task to be completely D'p9x® vrip,

wishes to draw a 13 a circle round about himself in which only God is to

to belong with the whole of his being and will exclusively to his God. He

be_present —This isolating himself with and for God s termed "% 1A
and one who does so isolate himself: a 1. But this is no hermit-like

isolation, no shutting onese!f up in the wilderness it 15 3n 1SoTEEBA—of

on@ﬁi‘rﬁ‘arrc'r SpIrt with Lsod 1n the midst of the most active ordinary life.

Frae

@)

}
g0 7

J I In V.3 we concluded from the analogy to Levit. X.9-11 that the
vow of Nazaritism gives the Nazarite a priestly relation to the Torah. o™
By the prohibition given him here and in the following verse: &9 nn wpy 9y VA
X2, analogous to the %17 1715 in Levit, XXIL11: ®2 N? P» Pwpy 99 "
RBE X3 MWRF 1AN?® he is raised even to that of a high priest. For as long
b he withdraws himself into the Nazarite circle isolating himself for God

and with God he may not come aear a dead body. We have alreads ro reatedly

had to bring to mind how a EM{?miUdi_‘lf‘,c of the Jack of freedom

of his physical nature, and at ﬂlcmm__bﬂnﬁﬂmught of powerful

compulsion_of the forces of nature to _which the heathen idea raises it

l\ highest altars, but how the jé@gi_sjllﬁ,;miuu}: wf the Torih and the thoughts

that prevail in [t teach the very opposite, and the thought of a completely

free’ God insists on the complete free will of Tuman bengs all matters
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ot [ and the Conteauen SENce of compulsion to having
every- |

to submit to the power of physical urges. That was why death and

thing referring to death was banned from That Sancruawnc_l that was

why [ts servitors, and even o a Tigher degree, ifs fiest representative servitor

though living in the midst of the people, the high—pr'xes_ts, were not allowed
bto come into contact with a dead body. The inscription 'A% @7 on the

forehead of the high-priest was the loudest protest against that heathen

thought. It proclaimed definitely that it was not the power of Death that
ls low even free-willed Man, but it was to God, ‘79, the completely free-
willed living God Who eternaily dispenses eternal life, Who gives Man
( personality from His Personality, freedom from His Freedom, life from
His Life, to Whom the power of Death itself is but one of His messengers,
a- messenger who delivers to complete freedom, it is He to whom the
Sanctuary is dJedicated {Cf. Ex. XXVIIL28). Now that which keeping

nn TR out of AW mamm is meant to be for the national Sanctuary and

[Q, for_educating the nation to the ideal of moral perfection, is exactly the
same for the individual limited sphere of Nazaritism within which the
Nazarite wishes to Live,"Kecping away Irom I DNSID.

The general social life out of which the Nazarite temporarily with-
draws himself to live more in himself and his relationship to God, is

JAlived by the intimate union of the moral freedom and the physical lack
of freedom. For just these two factors intimately combined, intimately
united, make a human being. So that partially withdrawing oneself
from the usual lively social life can equally mean devoting oneself
more fully to what one feels necessary to satisfy one's physical

ceds as to giving more devotion than usual to one’s free-willed moral life.

So that the God to whom the Nazatite in his retirement dedicates his life
could easily become the compelling force of nature which finds its triumph

in the sensual grave of morality and its trophies in the waste over
graves and tombstones. That this is not the case, but that the God to whom
9| the Nazarite dedicates his isolating Nazarite life, is the free personal God
Who has_gift he free-will which He has gi
him to live a life of free-willed self-control, that it is ‘7 to om and to
Whose Torah the life of the Nazarite turns, that his témporary withdrawal
into_himself s only o imself for a fuller, more active

% ife of duty, to make him “live” in_the highest possible meaning of the
word and not to make him “'dead” useless in the world, that his mnm
is to be a MW mmm of avn R°p?X, that, that admonition and reminder
banns Death and dead bodies from his proximity,
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